
SOUTH TYNESIDE 
COLLEGE

Training mariners 
since 1861



First Marine School in 1861 founded from donation 
from Dr Thomas Winterbottom, concerned about 
marine safety



South Tyneside College today

Two main sites, at South Shields and 
Hebburn, opened in 1950’s



MAIN MARINE PROGRAMMES:
•Engineering training from Rating to 
Degree Graduates
•Navigation training from Rating to 
Management levelManagement level
•Marine Safety Training Centre
•Marine Simulation
•Marine Communications
•Marine short responsive courses
•Ship Fabrication and Welding.



Marine Engineering training

• Currently 2500 enrolments each year or 
about 1000 full time students

• 300 complete their Engineering Officer of • 300 complete their Engineering Officer of 
the Watch training each year, of which 
– 120 are UK “company sponsored”
– 100 are collaborative ventures (India)

– 80 are non–UK Rating to Officer



Marine Operations training

• Currently 3500 enrolments each year or 
about 1000 full time students

• 260 complete their Engineering Officer of • 260 complete their Engineering Officer of 
the Watch training each year, of which 
– 60 are UK “company sponsored”
– 100 are collaborative ventures (India)

– 100 are non–UK Rating to Officer



Academic levels

• Academic levels for UK company 
sponsored & collaboration entry
– Entry level: 16-25 year old with GCSE or A – Entry level: 16-25 year old with GCSE or A 

level (or higher) educational level
– Exit level: Higher National Diploma or 

Foundation Degree (2 of a 3 year English 
degree course) after 30 month minimum 
programme



Academic levels

• Academic levels for Management level 
courses
– Entry level: Usually above 25 year old with 18 – Entry level: Usually above 25 year old with 18 

months sea time for Chief Mate or Second 
Engineer, and 36 months sea time for Master 
or Chief Engineer

– Exit level: Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
examinations & competency certificates



Officer trainee course options from 
September 2009

• Foundation Degrees in Marine 
Engineering/Marine Operations/Electrical-Engineering/Marine Operations/Electrical-
Electronic Engineering

• HNC/D in Marine Engineering / Nautical 
Studies

• Officer to Rating conversion courses



Deck HNC/D options 
• Phase 1 – National Certificate in Marine 

Operations 21 weeks
• Phase 2 – Sea time up to 29 weeks• Phase 2 – Sea time up to 29 weeks
• Phase 3 – HNC element 29 weeks
• Phase 4 – sea time up to 47 weeks
• Phase 5 – Short courses 19 weeks 
• Phase 6 option for HND – decide at entry 

to Phase 5 26 weeks



Engineering HNC/D options 
• Phase 1 – National Certificate in Marine 

Operations 29 weeks
• Phase 2 – Sea time 29 weeks
• Phase 3 – HNC element 32 weeks• Phase 3 – HNC element 32 weeks

then
• Phase 3H+ – HND element 16 weeks
• Phase 4 – Sea time 23 weeks
• Phase 5 – HND & Short courses / oral 

prep 16 weeks 



Electro-Technical Officer 
(FD option)

• “A” level / Highers entry OR National 
Certificate

• Two + half year scheme
• ETO workshop skills
• ETO Training Record Book (6 month sea 

service)
• Approved MCA/MNTB scheme (SMarT)



Who decides what each course 
contains

• IMO STCW guidance – but minimum 
standard only

• MCA / MNTB (Chamber of Shipping) / 
Unions / Colleges relationship

• Content agreed
• MNTB/MCA approval process
• Funding issues can dictate qualifications



Marine Safety Training CentreMarine Safety Training Centre
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