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patterns in the world

Á and assesses the risks 
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ÁThe process of producing relevant legislation

ÁPreliminary outbreak assessment of Foot and Mouth 

Disease (FMD) in Botswana

ÁConclusion

ÁAnother frontier

OUTLINE



International Trade Environment

ÅSanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement (SPS)

ÅScience-based safeguard measures

ÅNon-discriminatory

ÅTerrestrial Animal Health Code

ÅEU rules

ÅAgreed and implemented by all Member States

ÅFollow international standards



The Team in Defra

ÅVeterinary  officers in Policy

ÅScientific officers

ÅImports policy

ÅImports Border Control



Team Objectives 1.

ÅMonitor outbreaks of high impact diseases to indentify:

ÅNew disease incursions

ÅDisease trends

ÅInform Defraôs disease surveillance and preparedness and 

other government departments

ÅInform UK Customs and support work on illegal imports



Team Objectives 2.

ÅCommunicate information to technical and non-

technical audience 

ÅContribute to the UK input into developments of EU 

rules to protect animal health

ÅWorking with 3rd countries to reduce risk of disease 

incursion into EU

ÅExplore new ways of trading that ensures biosecurity is 

maintained e.g. Compartmentalisation for avian 

influenza



Who do we work with?

ÅDelivery agents

ÅAnimal Health who manages some BIPs, audits and 

monitors BIPs 

ÅPort Heath Authorities (PHAs)

ÅCustoms (HMRC)

ÅStakeholders e.g. Food Standards Agency (FSA) and 

Traders

ÅInternational agencies e.g. OIE, FAO, Codex



What do we produce?

ÅPreliminary outbreak assessment

Åe.g. Foot and Mouth Disease in Botswana

Åimport beef from Botswana into EU

ÅQualitative risk assessments

Åe.g.  Risk of H5N1 incursion to UK /EU

ÅRole of compartments for avian influenza and trade ï

chicken meat from Thailand

ÅMaps

ÅTechnical advice 



What sort of information do we use?

ÅOfficial notifications

ÅCountry CVO reports

ÅOther sources (e.g. UK embassies, FVO, 

FAO, WHO)

ÅReferenced publications

ÅPersonal contacts (e.g. Reference 

laboratories, scientists, experts government 

officials



How the EU monitors emerging  and 

changing diseases

Å3rd countries are required to report disease 

to the EU if they are a trading country

ÅEC and Member States use Defra web site

ÅOIE web site

ÅNear neighbours bordering EC advise if a 

disease outbreak

ÅADNS ïOIE link in the future



Process of development of legislation in 

response to disease in a 3rd country 1.

3rd country 

inspection by FVO  

or other assurance 

provide to the EC

SCoFCAH

3rd country 

notification of 

disease

Amendment to Directives by 

Decisions and Regulations

Technical advice from: 

Working groups, CRLs 

and EFSA

Industry 

representatives

Trade 

suspended

Trade may be 

recommenced subject to: 

regionalisation, product 

restriction, treatment, etc

Member States 

input on trade and 

technical issues 

3rd country 

presentation



Process of legislation response to a 

disease outbreak in a 3rd country 2.

Amended Directive, Decision or 

Regulation by the Commission

Domestic law enforcement by 

Global Animal Health, Defra

Communicate to official veterinarians (OVs) 

Traders and Importers by Animal Health

3rd country 

informed by 

Commission



World distribution of Foot and Mouth Disease 2007-09






